.\ THE FIRST SETTLER IN HILLSBORO
! | A Bicgraphy of John MeNeel
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'l John McNeel was born in Freder-
Jick coun.y, Virginia, in 1745, and!
§ passed much of his early life in Cum-1| Sosaes
{ | berirnd, Muryland. o' tha
' Mr. McNeel seemed to be fond of | yanane
athletics and in a contest his antag-| |
onist was badly injured. To avoid|]
§ arrest and trial for murder he fled
' and followed the trend of che Alles|high:
ghenies. A long while was Spentin| ‘wm»r
the wilderness without much food,|grm
causing suffering 6f the mind and«
the shape his body was in cannot w ’h
im#gined by any of us. Finally go | mero:
ing deeper and deeper into the Wﬂ.. v
derness, he came at last in vlaw 4 |
athe Levels in 1765, =~ 754 :

- The place Was covered moatlv
trees surrounded by lar ge mp 1 ﬂ
This seemed like home 1 m
Neel and he decided to se ‘
n. ‘ mtﬂ h ﬂj;s*"‘?
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This seemed JiEe home to Mr. Me-1 5
Neel and he decided to settle h:re
He chose a place to build his cabin pe:
near the present home owned by |
Hon. M. J. McNeel. Traces of |is
cabin have Deen seen DY many peuple
yet living, between the gate and the th
public road and his residence. 1f

A
this spot could be traced. it would re
—— be well to mark it with a piece of to

'marble gotten close by to show that b0
he was the first settler in Little
1 by Levels District.

Vest | Xere Mr. McNeel prayed over his ri
ton, | 8Uilt and prayed with & broken hearg,
“on | and hunted for food, subsist.ng most
aid 1y on venison and trout.

ead | One day while hunting he met gi
Ka. | Charles and Edward Kennison from Pl
ar- [ his old home, who had come here
lon | Prospecting for a situation. From
yad | these men he learned that the man/|
1ty { he had been boxing with was no$
ro- ' killed snd not even seriously hurt. |
or| This was indeed good news to him, | of
id- | because he felt free from all blood
ck Stains, | G A

|, M1 McNeel shared his cabi ok

|

b 4 .‘,. } '. r L l i .
n wi



T T e Rl A

ey | his old home, who had com
tion ;'prospe(rtn‘ng for a situation. From)
oad | these men he learned thatg thie man
:mby/he had been boxing with was pos
Pro- | Killed and not even seriously hurt
- or| T'his was indeed good news to him,
ad- ' because he felt free from all bloody
eck SbainS.
M:. McNeel shared his cabin with
1p- his friends and helped them clear a
rd- | btract of Jand adjoining nis Lract.
nd ; 1he three then sew out for the lower
re. j Valley of Virginia. A
fi-] Whaile visiting home John MeNeel
es | married Martha Davis who was vorn
of |10 Wales in 1740, Shortly after
r- | btheir marriage they came oub to
e | Levels, A few acres was soon clear
n ; ed off, and plenty to subsist upon
Was raised, b
y| Mr. McNeel was deeply impressed
WILh & sense of pratitude to God for
F | bis care, and after all to fall into

fuch a weaslthy place that he buil
Place for worship. the Whita
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M:. McNeel shared his cabin with | gp]
?-p- bhis friends and belped them clear a 8
bd- | tract of Jand adjoining his uract. bhe

8d ; 1'he three then sei out for the lower | @i
; valley of Virginia. CO:
: While visiving home John MeN ee) |
married Martha Davis who was vorn
f [in Wales in 1740, Shoruly after

- | bheir marriage Lhiey came oub to Fl
p| Levels, A few acres Was soon clear |

ed off, and plenty to subsist upon | i
| Was raised, 429
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was deeply impresse.t
WIth a sense of Rratitude to God for
1S Care, and after al] to fall

~ & wealthy place that he built a e




' The !l:r'ee’l‘l-;’t;n sel, out for the lower whic
valley of Virginia. coal
Wuile visiving home John MeNeel o
 married Martha Davis who was born | wor!
lin Wales in 1740. Shortly after|sot
their marriage they came oubt 0| Flo
oe | Levels, A few acres was soon Clear | an |
n | ed off, and plenty to subsist upon | TPh
L [ was raised. | has
vl Mr. McNeel was deeply impressed | qarp
. | with a sense of gratitude to God for | gy
g |his care, and after all to fall into| "
. [such a wesithy place that he bullt a| of,
‘|place for worship, the White Pole|pe
jehurch. &
‘| Inafew years the Dunmore WAar | m,
Jopened up. McNeel and the Swo
_ | Kennisons went into camp at Lewis- | g1
#iburg and joined the expedition at m
% | Point Pleasant, October 10. 1774.‘
* |They went across the Eastern moun- \ 1
- |tain and enlisted in same company ! g
_|that went from Frederick county, 4
served through the Revolution and s

then took up the peaceful tren qf

s 1 Vi mN\+w W sel ou | ---\“"Iu ‘

their |iyes where they had left offy, |
Wolle Mr. McNeel was at Poln
!’@uant & child #a8 bhorn andi



; " 1Y et - g e e . A S —— 5 — _all s YV alw‘
S. pan purg and jo ‘nbl the t‘ZQ edition at,‘ ys

. men
gallon, | Point Pleasant, QOctober 10. 148 A:T(
. your | They went across the Eastern moun- | lams
39 tain and enlisted in same company ! assist
EE. that went jrom Frederick county, b
vV ‘ - v ' aryg
- V & lserved through the Revolution and | cpate

then toox up the peaceful trend of | \ies
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- their lives where they had left off. the
tered While Mr. McNeel was at Point| goth
rgin | Pleasant a child was born and died | |esto
blic. | before his return. The mother with |
This { her own bands prepared the coflin

milk { and grave and biuried it. To
prof | TGhey resied five cm}dren,, .ng;,;&
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_ ”’reared farge ramilles. |
oh Mr. McNeel was the first manﬁq
— |settle in Little Levels when only | W
1l twenty years of age. Mr. McNeel @iﬁ
eg |aiso laid the foundation of the Meth- Gfl
odist church and first established |
ned. Methodism in Poeahontas county.

:'"3 Mrs. John McNeel Jaid the first
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body to rest in the McNeel graveyard |y,

Mr. McNeel lived to be eighty years ta
of age and died ln 1825, | %
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